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What are Clinical Practice Guidelines (CPGs)?

US Institute of Medicine (IoM) definition:

“…statements that include recommendations intended to optimize patient care that are 
informed by a systematic review of evidence and an assessment of the benefits and harms 
of alternative care options.”
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Why are CPGs important?
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Reduce inappropriate practice variation – basis for measuring and 
improving provider performance and quality of care

Enhance translation of research into practice 

Improve healthcare quality and safety by establishing a standard of care 
and development of clinical decision support systems

Educating of patients, caregivers, media, policy makers



Problems with CPGs
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Study by IoM 1992:

Multiple organisations developing CPGs -> inefficient

Development lacked methodological quality controls

Failed to meet needs of multiple stakeholders

Unclear effectiveness in improving quality of care



What do stakeholders in Dermatology want?
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High quality CPGs adhering to development and reporting standards

Clear succinct guidelines

Better accessibility

More implementation aids

Quicker updates

Yiu ZZN et al., Br J Dermatol. 2020 Jul;183(1):188-189. 



How do we know which Dermatology CPGs are reliable?
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58 guidelines under “Dermatology” category

32 have “scorecards”

Only English CPGs included

Scorecards only available if agreed to by guideline development group 
(GDG)

Not very accessible / intuitive to use 



How do we know which Dermatology CPGs are reliable?
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Quality evaluation framework / tool for CPGs

Separate checklist for reporting quality

6 Domains
Scope and Purpose 

Stakeholder involvement
Rigour of development
Clarity of presentation 

Applicability
Editorial independence



Global Guidelines in Dermatology Mapping Project (GUIDEMAP)
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SCOPING REVIEW Haw WY et al., Br J Dermatol. 2021 
Oct;185(4):736-744. 

PSORIASIS Yen H et al., Br J Dermatol. 2022 Feb 13. 
doi: 10.1111/bjd.21047. 

ATOPIC DERMATITIS Arents BWM et al., Br J 
Dermatol. 2022 May;186(5):792-802.

ALOPECIA AREATA Asfour L et al., Clin Exp Dermatol. 
2023 Feb;48(2):100-107

URTICARIA Yen H et al., J Allergy Clin Immunol Pract. 
2023 Oct;11(10):3213-3220.e11. 

CONTACT DERMATITIS van Zuuren EJ et al., Contact 
Dermatitis. 2024 Feb 25. doi: 10.1111/cod.14530.



Objective
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Systematically search for and identify 
clinical practice guidelines (CPGs) for 
adapted list of skin conditions with the 
highest disease burden from the 
Global burden of disease study 2013

Critically appraise available CPGs 
quality using validated tools

acne vulgaris

alopecia areata

atopic and contact dermatitis

cellulitis

cutaneous malignant melanoma

keratinocyte carcinoma

psoriasis

scabies 

tinea capitis

urticaria

venous ulcer

viral warts and molluscum contagiosum
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Haw WY et al., Br J Dermatol. 2021 Oct;185(4):736-744. 
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Haw WY et al., Br J Dermatol. 2021 Oct;185(4):736-744. 
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Haw WY et al., Br J Dermatol. 2021 Oct;185(4):736-744. 
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Haw WY et al., Br J Dermatol. 2021 Oct;185(4):736-744. 
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Haw WY et al., Br J Dermatol. 2021 Oct;185(4):736-744. 
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https://sites.manchester.ac.uk/guidemap/
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